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“Bringing the Technical to the Tactical” 
MDP Research Group Activities 
 
• Created a community of MDP stakeholders, drawn 
from industry, national labs, government agencies, and 
local officials 
• Published an “AS IS” description of the current   
national MDP system 
• Conducted classified intelligence, strategy, and    
technical seminars, bringing together different federal 
agencies to explore solutions to common objectives 
• Created a Maritime Domain Protection war-game 
facility capable of classified and non-classified 
CONOP analysis 
• Proposed a systems architecture for use of biometrics 
for civilian merchant crews 
• Participated in national level maritime domain   
awareness efforts 
• Assisted in establishing a Homeland Security Digital        
Library at NPS 
• Supported local law enforcement via internship   
  opportunities 
The Maritime Domain Protection Research Group 
(MDP-RG), led by CAPT Jeff Kline 
(jekline@nps.edu) of the Meyer Institute, was 
formed in January 2004 to help improve the 
national MDP system. In the 15 months since its 
formation, MDP-RG research efforts have 
progressed significantly and interest in the Group 
has more than tripled. 
     The MDP-RG serves as a neutral facilitator 
between the many DoD and other governmental 
agencies interested in homeland security and 
defense. The Group has successfully brought many 
MDP stakeholders together, resulting in improved 
inter- and intra-agency communication and 
coordination, leading to improved awareness and 
integration  of homeland defense efforts in the 
maritime domain. Research efforts supported by the 
MDP-RG range from conducting threat assessments 
to developing MDA technology to designing a 
systems engineering architecture for MDP. These 
initiatives provide essential input to the national 
MDP effort and will assist in the development of a 
more complete and effective MDP system. Details 




Protection Research Group  
Maritime Domain Protection  
in the Straits of Malacca 
NPS Cross-Campus Integrated Study Findings  
Results of the NPS cross-campus integrated study will be presented June 
1-2 at NPS in Monterey, California. This study is focused on large ship 
and port security in the Port of Singapore and the nearby Straits of       
Malacca.  NPS Systems Engineering and Analysis (SEA) students, in  
collaboration with students from the Temasek Defense Systems Institute  
in Singapore, are designing and assessing various system-of-systems   
architecture alternatives for countering threats to and from large ships in 
the Straits of Malacca, including sensor suites, communications, command 
and control, and reactive forces for a coalition of  nations.  The SEA team 
is also designing and assessing ship inspection architecture alternatives for 
detecting explosive and dangerous materials in order to prevent a large 
cargo ship from being used as a terrorist vehicle. Robotic systems are  
being considered as a component of this ship inspection system.   
MDP in the Straits of Malacca Briefing Schedule*  
 
Wednesday, 1 June 2005 (Ingersoll Auditorium) 
 
0730-0800   Coffee 
0800-0815   Introductions 
0815-0915   Background/Overall Results 
0930-1015   Cargo Inspection System (Land) 
1030-1130   Cargo Inspection System (Sea) 
 
1130-1230   Lunch 
 
1230-1330   Sensor System 
1345-1445   C3I System 
1500-1600   Response Force System 
 
Thursday, 2 June 2005  (Bullard Hall) 
 
0900-1200   Breakout Sessions  
*Briefing times subject to change 
Master  of Science in Systems Engineering: 
Information Systems Focus 
The Meyer Institute is pleased to offer an eight-quarter, part-time Master 
of Science in Systems Engineering (MSSE) program with an Information 
Systems focus. Classes will be delivered by distance learning methods 
beginning in July 2005. 
     The Marine Corps Tactical Systems Support Activity (MCTSSA) at 
Camp Pendleton is sponsoring 10 seats in this program, thus opening   
another 20 seats to interested sponsors or individuals. The program is open 
to all qualified uniformed officers, enlisted, and federal employees. 
Classes will be delivered by distance learning methods using a blended 
mix of video tele-education (VTE), web-enhanced education (WBE), and 
faculty on-site visits. Applications and additional information are available 
on the MSSE program website: http://ocl.nps.navy.mil/msse. 
     The MSSE Program Manager, Dr. Wally Owen, is available to  present 
briefings to potential sponsors and students. Dr. Owen can be reached via 
email at wowen@nps.edu or by phone at (636) 925-2982. 
